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On MATRIMONY as a SUBJECT for WIT. 


HE wits of this ifland,” fays Sir R. Steele, “ for 
above fifty years paft, inftead of correcting the vices 
of the age, have done all they could toinfluence them. AZare 
riage has been one of the common topics of ridicule that 
every ftage {cribbler hath found his account in; for whenever 
there is an occafion for a clap, an impertinent jeft upon matii+ 
mony is fure to raife it. This hath been attended with’ very 
pernicious confequences. Many a country Efqnire, upon his 
fetting up fora man of the town, has gone home in the gaiety 
of his heart, and beat his wife. A kind hufband hath been 
looked upon as a clown, and a good wife as a domeftic animal 
unfit for the company or converfation of the beau monde. In 
fhort, feparate beds, filent tables, and folitary homes, have been 
introduced by your men of wit and pleafure of the age.” 
What Sir Richard accufes the men of wit and pleafure of 
his age of having introduced, has unqueftionably been fof 
tered and encoura; wed with no {mall fhare of induftry, by the 
men of wit and pleafure of our own times—and not by them 
only, but perhaps, ufintentionally, by pretenders to wit in all 
ranks of lifes “here is no article in the ftock of wit that 
comes cheaper than ajeft at matrimony. They are indeed fo 
common, laft fo long, and are fo good at the laft as at the firft, 
thata man of a colera ble memory may provide himfelf, at a 
very {mall price, with an affortment that fhall Zeep good all his 
life. There is no aétion of importance which 1s more the 
topic of ridicule than matrimony ; and whether we have bor 
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rowed our fatirical difpofition from the ftage, or whether the 
ftage is only a faithful reflector of what pafles in common life, 
matrimony ftands confeffed the butt of all wits, real or pre- 
tended, original or plagiaries; although I may not be able to 
affign all the caufes of this, three at leatt feem certain, namely, 
the eafe with which jefts upon matrimony may be accumulated, 
the frequent occafions there are for repeating them, and the 
great applaufe with which they are received. 

It will be difficult to account for matrimony being a fubjec& 
for ridicule uponany other grounds. For fuppofe we were to 
erant to the wits, that matrimony was nota fituation which 
demands refpeét, and that the titles of hufband and wife were 
not honourable, as enabling them to rank with the moft va- 
luable members of the comeanity 3 yet thefe unmerciful jef- 

ters afford us no means of e(cape, for if, appalled by the dread 
of their fatirical lath, we grow old in the oppofite ftate of celi- 
bacy, they are ready to ply us with a another cargo of bons muts, 
tthe expence of old maids and old batchelors. "Thus the poor 
snan who is deterred by their poignant weapons has only a 
choice of evils, a miferable altcraative ; where if he chooles 
between the two, 


 fucidit in Scyllam cupiens vitare Charybdim,” 


Te falls into a greater evil, by endeavouring to efcape a lefs, 


Ito ays pe thaps, be fa id that lam giving too much credit 
to the talents of th prac? a ers, and that few perfons could ever 
be fo filly as to avoid matrimony merely for a hacknied jet. 
I am, how vever, not quite fatisfied that this is the cafe ; there 
is rather fome reafon to think that many have been altogether 
deterred from marriage by the force of ridicule, and that others 
have been induced to poftpone it toa later period of life than 
is Common or proper, by the fame caufe. I knew aman who 
waited patiently till all his ac juaintances were married, and 
then entered hi othe holy fate, becaufe he would not 
be ridiculed for /ingularity—As to the merit of the wit in fuch 
cafes, I am far irom granting it more than it deferves. I have 
already ftaced that ind moft common of all 
fpecies of wit. I do not therefore rank it among the valuable 














{pecies, nor is it eve yuilhed by novelty, juitice, or neate 


nefs, but is in all companies, and at all times, the faine unva- 
ricd repetition of what | has been a thouland times repeated. - 
a wit therefore fucceeds in his attacks ig p- ma trimony, 

may be proud of i having accom nlifaed lhis object, but he Mil 
be wile not to boaft of the means, which are no more to be 
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attributed to his fkill than is the furniture in his grandfather’s 
manfion. 

Some very worthy country gentlemen, of the old ftamp, 
have been deterred from matrimony, upon political grounds. 
Having learned from their virtuous anceftors to love liberty, 
and to deteft Popery and arbitrary power, they have unfortu- 
nately encountered, either on the ftage, or in private life, with 
thofe wits who reprefent matrimony as tyranny, unconditional 
fubmiffion, and abfolute monarchy in its moft uncontrouled 
and defpotic form. Certainly fuch a profpect muft be very 
alarming to a fice-born Briton, and fufficient to deter him 
from engaging ina courle of life fo dangerous to the principles 
of our glorious revolution, as happily fettled in 1688, when 
thefe kingdoms were delivered from Popery and arbitrary 
power. Ithas,therefore, a very bad effe&t upon fuch genile- 
men; they continue to wander about in a ftate of nature, 
dreading the forms of fociety, and not confidering that it is not 
always a misfortune to be governed, but very often a great 
misfortune to have too much of one’s own will. They re 
main fingle that they may not be thought political apoftates, 
and talk loudly of the duty of handing down their principles 
inviolate to the lateft pofterity, when they decline the means 
of having any pofterity to hand them to. 

In the way of preventing marriage, therefore, we find that 
the wits have done confiderable milchief; but their evil inten= 
tions and practices do not end there. For, as, fay what they 
will, fome perfons will marry in defiance of ridicule, they have 
provided another battcry which they difcharge at their heads, 
and thus, although they cannot prevent a man from entering 
the holy ftate, they contrive to make him tolerably uncomfor- 
table init. There is nothing very new in thefe jokes; they 
are no more than the rebound of the former, aad it is only 
very fingular that the happy experience of married perfons does 
not more frequently give the lietothem. Yet I have known 
aman rendered very mifcrable by thefe jefts, who could not be 
deterred from marrying by all the powers of ridicule: So that 
there is here fome imail inconfiftency which 1 know not how 
to reconcile with the contempt I entertain for jeits at the ex- 
pence of Hymen, and the little effe& 1 fhould fuppoie them 
calculated to produce. 

The faét, however is, that they do produce more effe& than 
their intrinfic worth. Many a quiet peaceable man has got 
Grunk in order to be able to tell his friends how ftoutly he 
talked to Ma’ain, when he went home on fucha night; and 
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fome have been induced to injure their health and bufinels by 
very late hours, merely to fhow the world that they were above 
being diétated to by a wife. One manI knew, who made ita 
point to be the laft to leave the tavern, ** for then,” faid he, 
“ they can’t fay M/a’am won’t let me ftay any longer.” —In 
all, we fee that at the bottom, there is a political caufe, a dread 
of being fubjected, and hence, one would fuppofe, that in free 
countries the balance of the married ftate mutt always be 
againit the wife; but this is a fuppofition of fuch a delicate 
nature ina country like Great Britain, that I am afraid to 
truft myfelf with an examination of it. Befides, jcaloufy of 
power is but a reftlefs principle, whether the object be a prime 
miniiter, or a wife; and we inthis country ought to recolleét, 
that as the eflunce of our conftitution confifts in the limitation 
of power, fo in a family it ought alio to be divided and limite 
for tre general good and fatisfaction of all. 

In order to check the effect which jefts upon matrimony 
produce, it may not be amils to appeal to that very principle 
w h revere, 1 mean independence, and atk them, 
w ,eceilary that we mutt be lubjected to influence 
of fume kind, they think it more honourable to be under the 
influence of a jeft than of a wife, and whether the hacknied 
pageso f Joe Miller ought to have a greater effe& upon a man 
of fenfe, than the duties, offices, privileges, and honours of the 
married {tate, as laid downin the form of fervice? When this 
has b--. properly weighed and confidered, 1 may probably urge 
other motives—Meantime, 

I am, Sir, your’s, 


PHILOGYNES. 





The FATAL EFFECTS of DISSIPATION, & 
(Continued from Page 444, and concluded.) 


ce N our removal to Dublin I was obliged to fubmit to 
enterinto the routine of public life, and to fee my wife 
initiated into every fcene of diffipation. In vain I remoattrated, 
Aurelia was deaf to reafon, and awake o: ily to pleafure ; 3—like 
a bird releafed from the captivity of acage, no fooner did fhe 
emerge from her nutiery, than fhe broke at once through all 
reftraint, and difcovered, too foon for my happine! isy and too late 
for my redrefs, that I had, by my natty a precipitated uiys 
igif into an a! ryfs of milery and repenta: 
I found 
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“ J found Aurelia totally uninformed in mind, and ignorant 
of any accompiifhments but of thofe exterior ones which ferve 
only to decorate beauty and to delude the fenfes. Neglected 
by her vain mother, who, indeed, was herfelf incapable of im- 
proving the talent committed to her carey fhe had been refigne 
tothe tuition of a governefs, who taught her no fcience but 
that of worldly pleafure; and Aurelia, rendered thus perfect in 
its theory, only wanted the opportunity to practice the ealy 
leflons which fhe had imbibed. She vied with ber mother and 
the Countefs in every appendage of fafhion, and followed the 
extravagant example which they exhibited daily, uncontrouled 
by the leaft idea of economy. 

“ The Countefs and Lady Aimwell had gained a total afcen- 
dency over this young and weak mind, which from the errors of 
education, was devoid of that reGitude of fentiment, which 
ought to be carly implanted in the heart. I figned in filent ree 
gree as 1 viewed this beautcous child of folly, whom I could 
have nochance of retrieving from delufion, till Lcould remove 
her frem fo fatal a fituation, ere the noxious weeds of vice fhould 
have taken rootin her mind. Finding it in vaia to contend, 
I looked forward to the approaching fummer, as the period, 
when all my remaining hopes of happinefs were to be ree 
newed. 

“ The Countefs had undertaken to befpeak our equipage, 
and I fcon found myfelf in the poflcfion of a fine coach and 
chariot, which were to be exhibited on our public appearance 
at Dublin. 

“ A moft elegant chair, likewile, was prepared for my wife, 
whofe drefs, upon her introdution at the Caitle, was brilliant, 
as the anniveriary of the Queen’s birth-day gave her the agrec- 
able privilege of of laying afide the mourning, which the could 
not avoid wearing for my mother. The jewels of the late 
Countefs having become, at her death, the property of my 
brother, I refigned them into his hands, who had them im- 
mediately new ict for his lady ;—fhe at the fame time extorted 
from mean order to the jeweller, to make fome earrings, a 
necklace, and pins for her new fitter, as fhe declared, no wo- 
man of quality could difpenfe with fuch ornaments on bee firft 
appearance. ‘Thus was I leaded with expences, which ill 
fuited my finances, asI had no command of ready money, and 
had adtuailly received no fortune wich Milfs Aimwell, but had 
depended on a verbal promife from her father, of fome thoufands 
at his de Ne 
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“ The delirium of love, for the firft four months of our mar- 
riage had obfcured my reaion, and deluded my fenfes, but when 
my eyes were open to my fituation, I felt all its forrows in full 
force. I endeavoured to make fome impreffion on the mind 
of Aurelia, by reprefenting my fortune as inadequate to the 
ftyle of lifein which we were engaged, and by entreating her 
to wean herfelf from that propenfity to extravagance, which 
would involve us in difficultics. She replied, fcornfully, that 
fhe fhould never defcend from the dignity of her birth, to limit 
the expences to which her rank entitled her. 

“¢ Tt would be ufelefs, as well as tedious, to enumerate the 
follies of my wife, and the debts which her unlimited profufes 
nefs heaped upon me. . Our doors were thrown open toa 
polite and brilliant mob, many of whom bore the exterior titles 
of diftinétion, while the conduét of their lives difclaimed all 
pretenfions to thofe true fentiments of honour which adorn 
nobility, and exalt mediocrity to an equality with the higheft 
rank : Faro, and its hideous train, had free accefs to every 
afiembly ; my incorrigible wife became one of its devoted 
viGtims, and I found it impoffible to ftand againit the torrent of 
expence which began to overwhelm me. 

“ [ very unwillingly determined to difclofe to the Earl the 
danger of my fituation, and the derangement my circumftances 
were now involved in by my prefent expenfive mode of life. 
He coldly replied, that I had been to blame to enter into it, as 
my fortune was inadequate; and he recommended me to return 
to England, and to fell a fufficient part of -y eftate to defray 
my expencesin Ireland. I followed his advice, made imme- 
diate preparations to quit a country where all my hopes of ha ips 
pinels had been fatally blafted ; and informed Aurelia that it 
was abfolutely neceflary to vilit rl native land, 

«© She was thunderttruck at the determined tone in which 
ee Irefied her, and deigned not to anfwer me, but flew to her 

other and the Cou ntefs, to implore all their influence to 
prensa my purpofe ; but they no fooner were informed by my 
brother of the ftate of my affairs, than they united in his 
wifhes for our quitting a {pot, where they hac contributed to 
reduce me to difficulties, from which they had no intention to 
oe me. 

Thus obliged to fubmit to neceffity, the fair and fatal 
caufe of my mis fortunes relu@an tly confented to accompany 
me to England, where, on areview of my debts [ found they 


amounted to ten thbufand pounds ; ; this reduced my eftate to 
g fifteen 
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fifteen hundred a year, upon which I could have lived in the 
country with contented economy, had the partner of my fate 
been of a difpofition fimilar to my own, but, alas, fhe was in- 
capable of receiving or imparting happinefs in the {cenes of 
private life. 

« After having prefented me witha fon, the retirement of 
cur fituation threw her fpirits into a ftate of fuch conftant regret 
for pait pleafures, that a rapid decline threatened to fhorten the 
date of her dull exiftence. ‘Though her condu@ little merited 
my affection, I could not but regard her with the eyes of ten- 
der pity, ftill anxious to withdraw her from the path of error, 
and to reclaim her from the fatal prejudice of education. I ace 
companied her to Briftol, where fhe foon began (with the 
united affiftance of the waters, her youth and natural conftitu- 
tion) to recover the loft bloom of health. She there unfortu- 
nately met with fome of thofe gay aflociates with whom fhe 
had been intimate in Ireland. ‘They tempted her to follow 
them for a few days to Bath; I could not refift her entreaties, 
upon her promifing with a complacent gentlenefs, which fhe 
had but lately aflumed, to attend me unrelu€tantly to our 
country retirement, after pafling one week at Bath. 

“© That week proved fatal ! it introduced Aurelia toa fo- 
ciety dangerous to her infatiate love of pleafure.—She plunged 
once more into diffipation, and entered deeply into gaming :-— 
While I was confined to my lodging with a diflocated bone, 
inflead of paying me thofe attentions which I had beftowed on 
her at Britto!, fhe took the opportunity to launch outin every 
{pecies of extravagance, and I found myfeif again involved in 
the debts which fhe not only. wantonly contracted for orna 
mental drefs, but for thofe immenfe {ums fhe loft at play. 

“ To cut fhort my fad narrative, fhe completely ruined me; 
and what is more dreadful, fhe not only faccificed my fortune, 
but her own honour and character, by a violation of every 
facred tic, which had bound her to a hufband, whofe injured 
arms fhe left, for thofe of afeducer, with whom fhe now leads 


} ’ 


a life of infamy ! while I, reduced, by her exceiles, to take 


refuge from the public eye within the confines of the Marfhal- 
fea, have leifure to reficét with all the bitrerncfs of felf-rea 
preach, upon the falfe ftep I made in marriage; and the irre- 
trievable confequences, in which Lhave not only volved my- 
feif but an innocent infant, who mutt become the victim of his 
father’s weakaels, and of his ther’s folly.” 
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GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS, 
| For M AY, 1797- 
FRANCE, 


HIS nation, by the late pacification, is to be placed in 
new relations, both external and internal. The cone 
ditions of this treaty are, yet, but imperfectly known: The 
general fpirit and refult is not, and cannot be concealed.—The 
Auftrian empire is fhorn of its two great wings, Lombardy 
and the Netherlands; the Frenci republic is extended to the 
limits of the Alps, the Rhine, and the Mofelle, agreeably to the 
decree of OSober, 1795. Dutch Flanders is given up, and 
other ceflions have been made by the Batavian republic, for 
the purpofe of compatting the French empire where the 
Rhine and the Scheld: haften to meet the ocean. 

The population, revenue, and natural refources, thus added 
to the repu'lic, and which are very great, we leave to others 
the tafk of eflimating: A tafk which the enemies of Britain 
will readily undertake, and a fhort time too probably illuftrate. 
Yet this exienfion and arrondiflement of empire are not with- 
out fome difadvantages : They approximate the republic one 

Sep nearer to the Ruffians, and eftablifh a dire& vi cinity bes 

he territories of the republic and the King of i ’ruflia : 
Cnene ftances which tend to excite a degree of jealouly i inthe 
former power 5 and, in the latter, a according to the manner of 
neighbourir ng fovereigns, and even ne ighbouring landlords, 
dir et hoftility and aggreffion. 

I¢ is in human nz ature, and hiftory warrants us to expe¢?, that 
the time is not very remote, when the Court of Vienna, and 
the Government of France, whatever form it may aflume, 
will con cert joints meafures for clipping the wi: ngs of the Pruf- 
fia ns 5 as the Pruffians, on the other hand, will be rea ly and 
vigilant to regain their intereft in the laies d Provinces, by 
fubverting the new republic —But it is not the enlargement of 
territory, or the acquilition of nine departments, that forms 
the only or the chief glory of the French people.—By their 
victories and triumphs, and the eftablifhment of two powerful 
republics, on the different fides of the Po, in Italy, they have 
{pread their political fentiments, and republicanized the minds 
of half of Europe, If thefe republics fhall ftand and 
flourifh, there is not a government in Italy but muft totter 
and fall. 
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But if France and Italy too fhall become republican, how 
Jong will the old governments remain unchanged, in the other 
parts of Europe? It is from Italy and France that the other 
re ip nations have derived the inftitutions, manners, and 
various improvements and refinements which, at this day, form 
Europe into one great political republic. Againft the ih: ability 
A bielpe rity of the Cifpadane and Tranfpadane republics, 
however, ¢! ere are feveral chances; and, in cafe of both, 
ight be found to be the moft atesbtahhe. softile, and 
formidable among all the neighbours of the French republic. 

As to the changes to be i: troduced t by peace on the Conti- 
nent, in the internal ftate of F rance, itis impoffible to forefee 
the whole of thefe, any more than of the efie&s of all the 
new relations in which the republic will be placed with regard 
to foreign powers. Among. the moft important, are, the 
return of the armies into the bofom of their country, and the 
general excitement that will be given to every fpecies of in- 
duftry. A queftion has been agitated, whether the French 
armies would fuffer themfelves to be diflolved? Or whether 
they would not canton themfelves in the different provinces 
and chief cities, like invading and conquering armies, and 
levy contributions for their fubfiftence, by their own autho 
rity f 

This hope, with many others equally fond and falfe, has 
been entertained : But, in our opinion, without reafon ; For, 1. 
the French army, in fome refpects which materially affect the 
point in queftion, differ from all former armies. Barbarian 
tribes, legions and cohorts of rude foidiers, under no other 
influence than that of aaimal wants, and a few military habits 
and prejudices, have, on many eccahoss, from he efe coarfe 


motives, chofen their own chiefs, and bidden defiance to the 
civil aut sthority. In proportion as men advance in ; hile wledge 
and refinement, they acquire a tafte for more various, and 





more delicate fources of enjoyment. The Fre: armies, 
without being lefs foldiers, are more of menand citizens, than 
any with which we are at all srqueenan, the Athenians, per- 
haps, alone excepted. Even their military renown they will 
Confider as feconary to the civil glory of obedience to the 
laws of afree coun try 5 e Sommey rendered fre ze by their own 
exertions. They will haften to enj: vy the congratulation anc 
the lynpathy of their countrymen, riends, and relations, ang 
the endearments of {cial and domettic focicty. 

2. With whatever honour and zealthe French treeps have 
cone their duty, a very great proportion, nay, the greater part 
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of them were called to the field at the voice of their country, 
The military profeflion was not their choice, It is but a 
{mall part, we may prefume, that has yet exchanged the re- 
membrance, and the attachment to former purfuits, for the 
idienefs of old foldievs, They are many of them the fons of 
men of good property, or of good hopes. The mafs of the 
army will be eager to return to the enjoyment of comforts 
already provided, or certainly to be acquired by induftry : And 
the French legiflature is too wife not to make good the public 
engagements to the defenders of their country. In a word, 
juft calculation wi!! combine with focial fentiment to reftore the 
French armies, with willing hearts, to their friends and fa- 
milies. It is not, we fear, from this acceflion of hands only 
that a new ftimulus will be given to agriculture firft, and after. 
wards to every kind of extrtion, Migrations will probably 
flow into France from every neighbouring country. 

Though taxes mult be impofed for the maintenance of the 
new, whica perhaps may not be lefs expenfive than the old 
government, yet the equal diftribution of thefe, freedom from 
givea {pring to the induftry and enterprize of the French, that 
muft carry themon rapidly in the career of arts and com- 
merce, ‘This career will be the more rapid, as well as lafting, 
if the French Directory fhall poffefs the wifdom to be con- 
vinced, that the profperity of France is intimately connected 
with that of her neighbours. Having eftablifhed their power, 
they can now afford, with equal glory and advantage, to exhibit 
to the world a grand example of moderation. Hitherto in 
their conduct to over ftates, even neutral republics, as Venice, 
Holland, and Genoa, their conduct has been fevere, and even 
fei De 

Some little difputes have taken place between the Directory 
and Council of Five Hundred; but the periodical changes 
prefcribed by the conftitution, both in the Executive Govern- 
ment, ani Legiflative Allembly, have been carried on wit 
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tolerable decency and order. 
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Ss FA I UR, 


The prefent flate and charaSter of this kingdom is not only 


humiliating, but ie hat whimfical and even ludicrous. 
The S$ fy Court have formed an alliance with a power that 
cut off the headof the Bourbons, and invaded the Holy See. 
“‘Lhey give » as foe compenfation for this impiety, to 


the Archbifhop of Toledo, to olfer up fecret prayers for his 
Holinets. 
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Holinefs. The French threaten the city of Lifbon with im- 
menfe contributions, unlefs that port be fhut againit the 
Englifh, and Brafil ceded tothe Spaniards. Spain trembles as 
much at the idea of being vifited by her allies, as fhe would at 
an invafion by a hoftile army. 


IT Aw Y. 


The fpirit of change, it is faid, has ftrongly pervaded Italy, 
from the extremities of Naples, to the bailiwics of Switzer 
land, at the foot of the Alps. And, what is very remarkaole, 
it is among the wealthy burghers and the noblefle*, not the 
poor people, that this fpirit is moft predominant. On the 
other hand, the Venetians have given a ftriking proof of the 
inveterate hatred of the Italians to the French, and attach- 
ment to their own cuftoms and government. When Buona- 
parte had penetrated into Stiria, and was at a great diftance, 
they endeavoured to co-operate with the Auftrians, by cutting 
him off from Italy, for his deftruction, The French General 
meditates ftern revenge for this a&, as he exprefles himfelf, 
of perfidy. Nothing Iefs than a republican revolution at 


Venice is the probable confequence. 
GERMANY. 

Tt would be idle to indulge in uncertain conjeGture, con- 
cerning Germany in its prefent unhinged ftate, until we have 
more certain and farther intelligence of the conditions of peace 
between the French republic and the Emperor. The King 
of Pruffia has offered his mediation on very proper terms, and 
fuch as fecem to have a tendency to a general peace ; which 
mediation has been accepted : Although, according to ajl ace 
counts, the French and Auftrians go on very well in their ne= 
gociations without ite 


RUS SI A. 


The Czar combats French principles by reviving and even 
heightening the tone of barbarian pomp, and feudal cez semony. 
Nothing i iS “heard of but coronations, new modes of etiquette, 
new diltin@ions of rank, &c. A variety of reports have 
been circulated relative to the real character and difpofition of 
the new Emperor, fa material to the interefts of Europe at 
the prefent important crifis. But nothing has yet tranfpired 
fuficiently important to enable us to form a decided opinions 
462 . GREAT 
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* Including what we call gentry, as well as nobility, 
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GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND. 


Here events crowd on events, and dangers on dangers ; 
While various minds, in various ways, labour to open paf- 
fages through the wild and darkening foreft that threatens to 
clofe around us. The fecond mutiny at Portfmouth, though 
now happily quelled, leaves a more painful fenfation in the 
mind than the firft. It proved, that, however cafual it might 
have been in its origin, it had aflumed a degree of form and 
confiftency in its progrefs, and begun to threaten a degree of 
permanent republicanization. It is from an accumulation of 
precedents that focieties {pring, more commonly than out of 
pre-concerted theorics. The immediate effect apprehended 
is removed. ‘The example, the repeated and fuccefsful exam 
ple, remains. It will require all the wifdom of the legiflature 
to lay, or divert, and metamorphofe the {pirit to which we al- 
lude. There are two ways of allaying paffions: To remove 
or diminifh their objeCts, and to divert and give them vent in 
fome new channel. It may be thought, that there is a third 
way more natural, namely, to gratify them. No, this we 
deny. To gratify paffion is only to inflame and convert it 
into an incurable habit. Perhaps it might be expedient even 
to increafe the pay of the feamen, which would give an option 
of new hands, of expelling mutineers, and introducing a {pirit 
of honour into the navy, like that. which keeps officers to their 
duty. 
A difpute has arifen between the Eaft India Company and 
the Board of Controul, concerning a propofed amalgamation 
of the King’s and Company’s troops inIndia. It is of a very 
{crious nature. To manage thefe two armies, and unite them 
into cordial confidence and co-operation, requires more than 
majorities of votes in public councils, and habits of political 
bufinefs. It demands local knowledge, genius or native ree 
fources, and, at the fame time, the lave, eiteem, and confidence 
of all parties. Such a man is, happily, to be found. But 
what a fubject of regret and indignation., if, through any nar- 
row fpirit of party, this advantage fhould be negletted, 

InfurreAion ftill prevails in certain quarters in Ireland; dif- 
content in all, How to quell the one and appeate the other: 
Whether by conciliatory meafures, or by coercion; whether 
by force of arms, or by areform of Parliament, and a general 
communication of privileges, is, at preient, the grand quef- 
tion: Which is indeed of ftill more importance than peace 
or war with France, and in which the fate of England as well 
as of Ireland is iavolved. 
Account 
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Account of the Ceremonies, €8c. obferved at St. James's, 
on the sth of Fune, 1797, in Honour of his Majefty’s 
Birth-Day. 


pennant June 5, 1797, was obferved as the King’s 
J birth-day with the moft loyal demonftrations of joy 
and feftivity ever exhibited on a fimilar occafion. At one 
o'clock the Tower guns were fired all round the line of that 
garrifon, as well as on the platfosm at the wharf; and the 
new {tandard was difplayed the whole of the day on the White 
Tower. A royal falute from fifty-nine carronades, corre- 
{ponding to his Majefty’s age, was alfo fired at the temporary 
line before the Horfe Guards, St. James’s Park. ‘Their Ma- 
jefties and the five Princefles came from Buckingham-houtfe 
in three carriages to St, James’s Palace foon after one. The 
Queen held a private drawing-room in her own apartments to 
receive fome perfons who could not appear at Court before 
they had undergone the ceremony of prefentation to her Mae 
jefty. Athalf paft twothe Royal Family entered the Great 
Council Chamber, where their Majefties being feated in the 
chairs of ftate, the Poet Laureat’s Ode, written for the oce 
cafion, was performed by the King’s full band of vocal and 
inftrumental performers. ‘The ceremonies of congratulation 
on the oceafion at the drawing-room commenced immediately 
after. At half paft five the Royal Family retired from the Cire 
cle to dinner in the dining-rcom on the eaft fide of the fore 
court, as ufual on the birth-days, and in the evening there was 
a ball in the great ball-room, 

At five minutes paft nine, their Majefties and four of the 
Princefles entered the Ball Room, and at a quarter paft nincy 
the minuets commenced, which were danced as follows ; 

. acre: Princefs Augutfta, 
Duke of York, Princefs Elizabeths 
Princefs Mary, 
Princefs Sophia. 
Princefs Sophia of Gloucefter, 
Lady Frances Somerfet. 
Lady Harriet Somerfet, 
Lady Louifa Manners. 
Lady Catherine Manners, 
Lady Catherine Howard, 
Mifs Hood, 
Mifs Berney. 
a a ee Mifs Thompfon, 
Colonel Cunningham, _Mifs E. Thompton. 


Duke of Clarence, 

Prince Wm. of Gloucefter, 
Lord Morton, 

Lord Stopford, 


Hon. Mr, Bruce, 


The 
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The minuets concluded at twenty minutes paft ten, and 
were fucceeded by two country dances as follows : 


Duke of York, Princefs Augufta. 

Duke of Clarence, _ _ Princefs Elizabeth. 

Prince Erneft, Princefs Mary. 

Prince Wm. of Gloucefter, —_ Princefs Sophia. 

Lord Morton, Princefs Sophia of Glo’fter. 
Lord Stopford, Lady Frances Somerfet. 
Lord Charles Somerfet, Lady Louifa Manners. 

Hon. Mr. Bruce, Lady Harriet Somerfet. 
Colonel Cunningham, Lady Anne Manners. 


The ball clofed at eleven, when their Majefties and the 
Princefles retired. 

The late celebration of the marriage of her Serene High- 
nefs the Princefs of Wirtemberg, was the occafion cf very 
few new drefies appearing at Court; nor did we perceive 
much variation in the fathions, the ladies being drefled moftiy 
in crape embroideries ; and their head-drefles with bandeaus 
ef coloured ribbon, intermixed with filver ornaments.— 
Flowers and feathers ‘were both much worm.—The prevailing 
colours were green, lilac, and yellow. 

‘Phe illuminations were chiefly confined to his Majefty’s 
tradefmen, the fubfcription houfes, theatres, and a few of 
the Nobility. 





Skeich of the Difcovery of a Group of Iflands, thiriy-fix 
in Number, made in 1794. 


N the 26th of February, 1796, the fnow Arthur, Cap- 
tain Barber, returned to Madras, after a voyage to New 
South Wales, the norih-weft coaft of "Ameries and China. 

On the 26th of April, 1794,he fell in with a very exten- 
five group of iflands, counting thirty-fix in number. Thefe 
iflands agree in latitude with Arrowfmith’s general chart, but 
are laid down too far to the rare The. longeft ifland lays 
in the latitude of 17. 30. S. longitude 176. 15, eaft of 
Greenwich. 

Captain Barber anchored in a large bay, on the weft tide of 
this ifland, in teh fathom water, and fhortly after a canoe came 
off, but approached with great caution; and it was fome time 
before the natives, by figns of friendthip, could be induced on 
board. They had noidea of barter, but were very wi lling to 
receive prefents, “The next day feveral canoes came off, but 
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in lieu of provifions, as was expeéted, they came all armed, 
and all their boats were loaded with (pears, clubs, bows, and 
arroWSe 

Captain Barber made all the boats go a-ftern, and endea- 
voured to convince them that he meant not tohurt them. At 
length they formed a plan for an attack, when they were 
fhewn fome mufkets, but they not knowing what they were, 
took them for clubs. Several attempted to ‘board on the quar- 
ters, violence was neceflary to keep them off, and fome who 
had obtained footing, were pufhed down. 

On this a few arrows were fired into the Arthur in different 
direGtions, and fhortly after a general difcharge from every 
canoe took place. Captain Barber imraediatcly cut his cable, 
but found it necefflary to fire upon them from two or three 
{wivels and afew mufkets, by which fome of them muft have 
teen killed, as the canoes were very near the fhip. The report 
of the guns and the effeé& they produced, occafioned the 
greateft confternation among the favages, who in an inftant 
difappeared, Two of the cr er w were wou: nde d by their arrows. 
There being a fine hechat atthe time, the Arthur foon got 
clear of them. 

Their canoes appeared to be about 30 feet in length, but 
fearcely three feet broad, ‘They had a tiage in the middle of 
each, apparently for the purpofe of ft: anding on to heave their 
fpears; and there were from cight to fourteen men in each 
canoe. 

They area very ftout race of peopie; not aman amongft 
thofe that were feen appeared to be lefs than fix feet high 5 
they are of a copper colour, with woolly heads. They faw no 
women. 

Thefe iflands reqvive very great tion in appneeching 
them from the weft: ard; being almoft furrounded with reefs, 
and intesfperfed with funken rocks and thoais in every direc- 
tion, The 18th of May, on his paflage to the northward, in 
the latitude of 3.45. South, Captain Barber diicovered a {mall 
fandy’ ifland, to which he gave the name of Drummond’s 
Ifland, which appeared to have no other inhabitants than birds. 
This ifland is very low, and cannot be feen from the deck of 
a veffel more than five or fix miles. Jt lies in latitude 3. 40. 
South, and nearly in the — feof 175.51. Weltof Greene 
wich—=yariation g- Eat 
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The DERVISE in CONTEMPLATION: 
An ARABIAN APOLOGUE., 


OSTAZEM BILLAH, the laft Calif of the Mufful. 
mans, furpaffed all his predeceflors in pride and. haugh« 
tinefs. Such was the excefs of his folly, that the reft of man 
kind, as well as his own fubjes, he confidered merely as flaves, 
born only to obey the diGtates of his fupreme will and pleafure, 
One day, efcorted by all the parade of oftentation, and con- 
temptuoully lolling in his chariot, he was vifiting the environs 
of his capital, when, being attraGted by the ruins of an ancieat 
temple, he obferved an aged man feated on the fragment of a 
column, and deeply occupied with a kind ef globe, to which 
his knees ferved asa kind of fupport. The fun was then 
quitting the eaft, and Moftazem thought not of returning to 
his palace till the glorious orb of day had funk below the 
horizon, and was about to enlighten other countries. The 
fame old man, always very early in the fame fpot, and con- 
ftantly in the fame attitude, continued inceflantly to con- 
template the fame object. Struck with fuch a fingular con- 
ftancy, and unable to refilt his impatience to know the real 
object of fuch intenfe application, the Calif leaped from his 
chariot, and approaching the motionlefs obferver, faid, “ What 
art thou doing? What haft thou got there ? Great God ! 
Bones? A fkull !’—The old man, ftarting trom his meditas 
tion, and knowing the Prince, thus anfwered: © Sublime 
Majefty! guided by the firft light of day, I came into the 
midft of thefe ruins, in which a religious filence reigns, in order 
to invoke our holy prophet. W ‘ith one of my teet, | hap- 
pened to turn up this human head 3 and I have ever fiace exe 
haufted myfelf in fruitlefs efforts to difcover, whether it were 
the head of an iiluftrious fovereign, like Moftazem, or of a 
wretched old dervile, {uch as I am! >> 


REFLECTIONS 


Fee ony refembles the fhadow that accompanics us: If 
we run after it, it flies from us; if we fly fromit, it 
follows us. 

The real orphan is not he that has loft his father, but he 
whons his father has left deftitute of education. 

Of all the different kinds of hatred, the moft irreconcileable 
is the hatred of the envious-: It is an incurable ulcer. 
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Mr BURKEE, 


HE man of tafte will long regard the writings ot 
Mr. Barke for their claffic beauty; but the time fait 
approaches, when the politician will accompany his name with 
aimile of fcorn, and the man of benevolence will pronounce 
it with horror. 


INSTANCES of the PREVAILING PASSION ix 
DEATH. 


NE M. T. on his death- bed, when the prieft had given 
him abfolution, and was defcribing the joys of paradife; 
inattentive to his pious office, the expence attending his ill- 
nefs being uppermoft in his mind, he exclaimed, * Father, I 
tell you, thefe phyficians and apothecaries are a fet of vultures, 
preying on their patients; and itis impoffible to efcape ruin, 
if you are under their hands for any time.” 


AT the time when feveral proclamations were iffued for the 
purpofe of reforming the fpecie, M. P. declared, that he was 
juft then come from the chamber of M. de L » who was 
extremely rich, andthen at the point of death. This banker, 
after having told his friend that he was quite refigned to the will 
of God, and afked him for his prayers, on his leaving his 
chamber, exclaimed, * M, P » can you tell me how the 
curtency is fettled ?”” 











r + : Z . a ae 
Anfwer, by W. Truman, of E vetery to Cleon’s Queflion, inferted 
March 206 


( _— xx Xyy=22, I—4th, and xxx + x y= 6,2 sths. 
xX 
By the fecond equation — = 6,4,confequently xx = 6,4, which 


y 
fabftituted in the firft, and yy -+6,4y=22,25, a quadratic, by 
compleating the fquare, &c. yX3,2=4/ 32.49=5,7).0y=0 
597-312 = 2,5, and x is found = to 4. 
*| Wehave received the like anfwer from M. Thomas, of 
Eaft Coker; J. B. Chivers, of St. Auftell; T. Bullock, of 
St. Columb; and Noele, of Bridgewater. 


Vou, XXIX, 4C Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by W. Rennels, of Barnftaple, to Sobrius’s Charade, ine 
ferted March I 3. 


HE ant in {cripture oft we find, 
Pattern of an induftrious mind; 
Thieves oft e/ope, fain would avert 
The hand of juftice—their defert. 
Thefe parts connected ANTELOPE’s in view, 
The animal alluded to by you. 


++ We have received the like anfwer from Oedipus, of 
Yeovil; R. Gill, of Llandulph; Walter Bickham, junior, of 
Afhburion; J. Gidley, of Dean Prior; William Hole, of Sid- 
mouth; W.and T. Maddick, of Rattery; John Williams, 
junior, of Plymouth; T. Whicker, of Exon; W. Mathews, 
of Staverton; Theocritus, of Truro; and T. Bullock, of 
St. Columb. 





4 REBUS, by Philip Gove, of Exeter, 


E who firft cave a name to France, 
E And from Troy who precipitately fled ; 
The fon of Peleus and Thetis advance, 
Who by day with ambrofia was fed. 


The fon of Labdacus, of fam’d Thebes a King, 
By his fon he unwittingly fell; 

That three-headed monfter I pray you-to bring, 
Who guarded the entrance of Hell, 


Fam’d Theffaly’s mount you now muft combine, 
Where often the gods did refide; 

The name of the nymphs you mutt likewife define, 
Who o’er rivers and fountains prefide. 


The fon of Minerva and Vulcan declare, 
His lamene(fs he ftrove to conceal ; 

And now to conclude, and bring up the rear, 
The firft King of Rome you’ll reveal. 


The initials when found and rightly combin’d, 
The nameof anhero theyll tell, 

Whole actions in hiftory ever will thine, 
As well crown’d with laurels he fell. 


9 POETRY. 
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ELLEN and DANVERT: 
4 GF AL SE. 


[From an elegant Poem, lately publifhed, entitled « 
fluence of Local Attachment with refpectto Home 


Sy of 

ry of NCE, in Eliza’s days, befide a pile 

Side Of rock gigantic upon rock, whofe mafs 
Curtain’d with ivy clos’d a deep defile, 

_ Acaftle rofe. Illuminated glafs 

Ws, In ether dancing, thro’ the narrow pufs 

Of Now caught the traveller’s eye while yet aloof : 


Now, thinly fhaded by the fharp rye-grafs, 
Appear’d a buttrefs ayainft ages proof: 
Now frown’d thro’ battlements a greyly-pointed roof, 
There enter'd oft beneath the vaulted gate, 
Gleaming in azure fteel, full many a knight; 
What time the feltival its banner'd fiate 
Wav’d to each window’s airy-fhafted light ; 
And many a damfel, as Aurora bright, 


That confecrates hereditary might, 
Was io the tourney’s victor-chiefs decreed, 
And rung the galleried hall to each heroic deed. 
Here, mid her fire’s high cheer, had Ellen feen 


And all the graces of his manly mien 
Had touch’d the yielding bofom of the fair! 
Oft would fhe panting co the grove repair, 
Whence he had borne away the martial prize: 
Oft in her penfive walks the breath’d the prayer, 
Mild as fhe faw the beam of Hefper rife, 
That his dear form again might meet her wifhfal eyes. 
Once thro’ the twilight as fhe wander’d far, 
From the dim fky that feem’d one fheet of lead 
Scarce twinkied with feant rays a fickly flar : 
Scow]’d on the hilltop clouds of dufky red 3 
And fudden, like a murmur from the dead, 
The low blatt figh’d along the reedy fen. 
The faint air paus’d: A heavier darknefs {pread 
O’erall; andinab the diftant glen 











Fell fcattering thro’ the ftillnefs. ‘Toan oak 
Had Ellen ran ; when, iffuing from the copfe, 
nger cried, the 13 
”? 
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The In- 
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«© Rain’d from her eyes {weet influence,” while the meed 


The blooming Danvert crown’d. His generous air, 


Stream’d on the fight and fled—obicur’d from mortal ken. 
Now rufh’d the {qually wind: And now large drops 
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When, as if Heaven’s terrific arm would dah 
The fhrinking foreft to deftraction, broke 
Full on the oak’s broad branches the white flafh, 
And ftruck the chief to earth amid the fhivering crath. 


*© O Danvert”’—fhe exclaim’d, as o’er her face 
Flufh’d with a tranfitory crimfon ftray’d 
Her lovely treffes in diforder’d grace! 
And with a feeble effort he eifay’d, 
As near his body ftood the trembling maid, 
To raife his limbs ; when, cheering to the fight, 
A taper gleam’d acrofs the lurid thade: 
*T was trom a neighbouring cottage ray’d the light, 
Where, as the ruftics deem’d, liv’d a hoar wizard wight. 


But here no wizard wight his fancies told: 
Her father he had ferved, full many aday, 

Dextrous with fpade to turn the garden mould, 
Tho’ now his arm was weak, his locks were grey. 
Yet did he Jove the village roundelay ; 

Oft to his hallow’d fountain with fly wink 
Beckoning fick girls that figh'd from Venus’ fway ; 

When, as the water bubbled, o’er the brink 

He mark‘d, with boding looks, their pins or pebbles fink. 


Thither, fuftain’d by Ellen’s feeble arm, 
The youth repair’d ; tho’ faint his faulcering feet 
And, O (hecries) if danger hath a charm, 
** ?Tis when in fighs refponfive bofoms meet. 
** Bath’d by my Ellen’s fympathy how {weet 
«* The thrilling keennefs of Heaven’s fiery dart !”” 
High mantled her warm blufhes, As they greet 
The gardn’r and their fatal tale impart, 
The mingled paffions rife, and {well each confcious heart. 
How vain was her effay, to quench the fire 
OF love, or diffipate the fecret fears : 
For Ellen knew, full well, her haughty fire 
Wouid fcornher Danvert. And diftrefsful tears 
Flow down her cheek, as where the caftle rears 
Iis towers, ’tis her’s to feek the dubious way. 
Yet the dire gloom reviving Danvert cheers: 
And his true paflion many a future day, 
Beneath the peafant’s roof, would Ellen’s {miles repay. 


Clofe by the mofly thatch, an ath had {pread 

Its light leaves o’er a path, that, taughtto fow 
Meandering up a hill’s iteep verdure, led 

‘Thro’ tutts ot purple lilac, fuch as blow 

To vernal airs; till, darken’d at the brow 
By laurels and tall-cretted firs, it ftole 

Into a jafmine bower ; whence, far below, 
Abrupily itarting from the foft-green knoll, 

Tleeye faw clitls defcend, and diftant billows roll. 


(To be continued.) 
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